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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This final office action is in response to the amendment filed 29 January 2007. 

2. Claims 1-32 are pending. Claims 1 and 17 are independent. 

The rejection of claims 1-32 under 35 USC 112 has been withdrawn as 
necessitated by the amendment. 

The rejection of claims 1-32 under 35 USC 102 over Microsoft® Outlook® 2000 
(1999, hereafter Outlook) has been withdrawn as necessitated by the amendment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Microsoft® Outlook® 2000 (1999, hereafter Outlook), and further in view of Applicant's 
Admitted Prior Art (Specification, filed 6 February 2002, hereafter AAPA). 

As per independent claims 1 and 17, Outlook discloses a method for signing an 
electronic document, the method comprising: 

• Establishing an electronic signature appearance for an electronic signature, an 
electronic signature appearance comprising a visual manifestation of a signer's 
signature on the electronic document (Figure 1 : Here, a user is able to select an 
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appropriate signature for a document (Figure 1 , item 1). The electronic signature 
is previewed in a bounding region (Figure 1, item 2)) 

• Determining a bounding region on the electronic document for the display of the 
electronic signature appearance (Figure 3, item 1: Here, the signature is affixed 
at the end of the document) 

• At the time of electronically signing an electronic document, previewing the 
electronic signature in the bounding region, where the electronic signature 
appearance can be edited based on a user input after previewing the electronic 
signature appearance and before electronically signing the electronic document 
(Figure 2, item 1: Here, the user may edit the text to appear in the signature; 
Figure 1 . item 1 : Here, as with any other text within a document (in this instance, 
an electronic mail message), the signature may be edited in a WYSIWYG 
fashion) 

• Signing the electronic document with an electronic signature, the electronic 
signature appearance being included in the electronic document signed with the 
electronic signature (Figure 3) 

Outlook fails to specifically disclose the electronic signature comprising code 
derived from a signed electronic document and a private key. However, AAPA 
discloses a conventional public-private key using a hash function to sign the electronic 
document using the private key (page 1, lines 9-17). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention to have combined AAPA 
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with Outlook, since it would have allowed a user to uniquely encode a document to 
ensure verification of the contents of a document (AAPA: page 1, lines 18-25). 

As per dependent claims 2 and 18, Outlook discloses the method further 
comprising configuring the electronic signature at the time of signing the electronic 
document (Figure 3: Here, the signature is added and editable at the time of signing the 
document). 

As per dependent claims 3 and 19, Outlook discloses the method wherein 
configuring the electronic signature appearance comprises interacting with a user 
signing the electronic document (Figures 3 and 5, item 2: Here, the text "(HERE IS A 
MODIFICATION)" has been added by the user). 

As per dependent claims 4 and 20, Outlook discloses wherein configuring the 
electronic signature appearance comprises receiving user input activating controls for 
controlling textual and graphic elements included in the electronic signature appearance 
(Figure 1 , item 1 : Here, a user selects from a plurality of signatures to apply to a 
document). 

As per dependent claims 5 and 21, Outlook discloses wherein the controls 
comprise one or more of checkboxes and buttons (Figure 1, item 3: Here, after a user 
selects a signature, the user activates a button, in this instance the "OK" button, to 
select the signature). 

As per dependent claims 6 and 22, Outlook discloses wherein previewing the 
electronic signature appearance includes previewing a display in a configuration dialog 
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box of the electronic signature appearance wittiin ttie bounding region and the controls 
for controlling textual and graphic elements (Figures 1 and 2). 

As per dependent claims 7 and 23, Outlook discloses wherein previewing the 
electronic signature appearance includes displaying the electronic signature 
appearance within the bounding region on a display of the electronic document (Figure 

As per dependent claims 8 and 24. Outlook discloses including in the electronic 
signature appearance textually elements automatically copied from a certificate of a 
user signing the electronic document (Figures 1 and 3; help topic from Outlook "Create 
a signature for messages:" Here, the signature is copied from a template). 

As per dependent claims 9 and 25, Outlook discloses establishing an electronic 
signature appearance comprises receiving user input selecting an electronic signature 
appearance from one or more existing electronic signature appearances (Figure 1, item 
1). 

As per dependent claims 10 and 26, Outlook discloses establishing an electronic 
signature appearance comprises interacting with a user to create an electronic 
signature appearance (Figures 1 and 2; help topic "Create a signature for messages"). 

As per dependent claims 11 and 27, Outlook discloses establishing an electronic 
signature appearance comprises receiving an electronic signature appearance pre- 
configured by an author of the electronic document to be signed (Figure 3: Here, the 
signature appearance was pre-configured by an author via the interface of Figures 1 
and 2). 
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As per dependent claims 12 and 28, Outlook discloses determining a bounding 
region on the electronic document for the electronic signature appearance comprises 
interacting with a user signing the electronic document to establish a bounding region 
(Figures 3-4). 

As per dependent claims 13 and 29, Outlook discloses previewing the electronic 
signature appearance comprises previewing the electronic signature appearance 
configured to fit within the bounding region (Figures 3-4). 

As per dependent claims 14 and 30, Outlook discloses wherein determining the 
bounding region on the electronic document for the electronic document for the 
electronic signature appearance comprises establishing a bounding region pre-set by 
the author of the electronic document (Figures 3-4). 

As per dependent claims 15 and 31, Outlook discloses determining an optimal 
layout of the electronic signature based on the dimensions of the bounding region 
(Figure 1, item 2; Figures 3-4). 

As per dependent claims 16 and 32, Outlook discloses determining optimal 
dimensions of the bounding region based on the electronic signature appearance 
(Figures 4-5). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-32 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kyle R. Stork whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4130. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on (571) 272-4124. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR, 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Kyle R Stork 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2178 
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